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Abstract

Elevation of natural disasters is considered as an inevitable obstacle of development that
countries must have to encounter in the global partnership for achieving sustainable
development goals. Although these natural disasters, which occurs as a result of both natural
and human activities, going back to the early period of human civilization, the entire human
race is threatened by the rise of intensity and frequency of incidents at the present time.
Droughts continue to afflict the dry zone, which covers the most part of Sri Lanka, and the
well being of those living in the areas are being challenged while social inequality in the
social structure have made it more intense. In this context, the main objective of this research
was comparatively identifying the socio-economic impact of droughts on women and men
in low-income families in the dry zone. Accordingly, it was revealed that as a result of
gender, women suffered more than men in low-income families both social and economic
sections. As a result of their low ability to access resources as well as their inability to resist
disasters, drought disasters have been found as a cause to the perpetuation of poverty in such
low-income families. As such circumstances cannot be limited to the family alone, almost
every country in the world is focusing on effective and holistic interventions to minimize the
impact of disasters on the lives of people through a national disaster management process.
Meanwhile, Social workers’ intervention has been identified as one of the positive
interventions for planning and execution of disaster management policies. International
disaster management interventions have ideally shown how the role of the social work
professional has become an effective intervention to minimize the human vulnerability by
providing accurate information on disasters and doing risk assessments, making adequate
preparation in the community, effective response to disasters, enhancing community
participation and redeveloping in post-disaster situations. Nevertheless, as a result of social
work being on an apprenticeship level, it is not clearly identified the role of a social work
professional in the disaster management process in Sri Lanka. In this context, the purpose of
this article is to provide a brief analysis for the need of social worker intervention in drought
management in Sri Lanka.
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